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MILK:   PRODUCTION   AND   CONTROL

the small dealer, to the power-driven type found in large dames as an
adjunct to the bottle-fitting machine. When hand machines are used they
should be fitted with sufficient discs to serve one process of bottling, and
the apparatus complete with discs should be sterilised before use. There
are many types of hand-capping apparatus to be obtained. These can be
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operated with one hand, and provide an efficient means for sealing bottles
with aluminium caps or discs, as desired.

Much milk is delivered in bottles, protected and sealed from contamina-
tion by a disc only. As dirt and rain-water may accumulate upon the upper
surface of the disc and may perhaps contaminate the neck of the bottle over
which the milk is poured or even the milk itself when the disc is removed, it is

extremely desirable that the mouth
of the bottle should be further pro-
tected by a cap. For ordinary use,
an impregnated paper cap, which may
be used with or without a disc and
which fits over the neck of the bottle,
will be found satisfactory, but it
should be resistant to damp and
rainwater. It may be fixed around
the neck of the bottle by means of
gummed adhesive paper tape or by an
elastic or wire band. When a cap of
this type is employed, the milk is
protected against tampering or other
interference either by the roundsman
or other persons. When the seal is
broken it cannot be replaced without
such replacement being noticeable.
Caps of this description are often used
for sealing bottles of designated milk.
Many large distributors do not use discs, but seal their bottles by means of
a crown cork. This type of cap is cramped on to the neck of the bottle
either by a power machine or by hand, and forms a very efficient seal which
is not easily removed.

The aluminium cap has become very popular for sealing milk bottles.
In Sweden, Denmark, and Holland, before the last War, approximately 90
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FIG. 142.    " Autolex "   Aluminium
Milk Bottle Cap.